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April 9, 2020

Students and Faculty:
What a month it has been, for all of us.  So much upheaval and uncertainty, and so many adjustments.
We appreciate your patience and sticking with us through it all.  We will all come out the other side together.
Part of that means working hard to see to it that circumstances beyond their control do not cause harm to our students, even as we try to ensure a quality education in trying times.
Accordingly, the University has adopted for this semester only an optional S/U grading system.  The details, along with a FAQ, follow.  This is a step being taken in some variation by institutions all over our nation.  
We have looked at various examples to craft one uniquely helpful for our students and also tried to ensure that it does not burden faculty in its implementation.
Students, put all you can into your coursework now, and set your sights on what you want for your future.
John Humphreys, Provost

For Undergraduate Students in Spring 2020 only:
1.) Grades will be awarded according to the standard schedule at the close of the semester.  The current grades due date is May 11, 2020.
2.) Students will then have until June 5 to request to change their grading rubric from the traditional (A, B, C, D or F) to S/U for individual courses.
3.) That choice must be made after consultation with a college academic advisor, financial aid liaison and/or concierge, and approval of the appropriate academic dean.  Students should be given a holistic overview of their academic situation, to include financial aid implications.  That consultation must be documented.
4.) For undergraduate courses, grades of A, B, or C may be changed to an S.  
a. The grade of S vacates all previous failing (F) grades for the same course, but itself does not factor into GPA.
b. Grades of D may be replaced with S under certain circumstances. This determination will be made with your college academic advisor.
c. For competency-based programs, opting for the P/F option must demonstrate mastery of each module in the course by earning no less than 70% on the faculty-approved post-assessment(s).
5.) For Spring 2020 only, grades of U will not be factored into institutional GPA.
6.) Once students have elected to make changes to the S/U system, the student cannot later request a change to the traditional grading scale.
7.) Transfer credit dated Spring 2020 from other institutions utilizing a similar alternative system will be rendered into a student’s A&M-Commerce academic record following the provisions of Items 1-6 above.
8.)  Normal function of A&M-Commerce procedures 11.04.99.R0.06 and 11.04.99.R0.07 will be suspended for the Fall 2020 probation, suspension and suspension appeal cycle.
For Graduate Students in Spring 2020 only:
1. Grades will be awarded according to the standard schedule at the close of the semester.  The current grades due date is May 11, 2020.
2. Students will then have until June 5, 2020 to request to change their grading rubric from the traditional (A, B or C) to S/U.
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]For masters students, grades of A, B or C may be changed to an S.
i. The grade of S vacates all previous grades for the same course, but itself does not factor into GPA.
b. For doctoral students, grades of A or B may be changed to an S.
i. The grade of S vacates all previous grades for the same course, but itself does not factor into GPA.
3. For Spring 2020 only, grades of S (satisfactory) and U (unsatisfactory) will not be factored into institutional GPA.
4. Once students have elected to make changes to the S/U system, the student cannot later request a change to the traditional grading scale.
5. Normal function of A&M-Commerce procedure 13.99.99.R0.39 will be suspended for Spring 2020.
The S/U option is a student selected choice available for Spring 2020 grades only.  Since S/U is a student selected option, A&M-Commerce Policy 13.99.99.R0.05 does not apply.
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