University of North Texas Institutional Review Board
Informed Consent Notice 
Before agreeing to participate in this research study, it is important that you read and understand the following explanation of the purpose, benefits and risks of the study and how it will be conducted.  
Title of Study:  Transformative Learning Theory as a Basis for Identifying Barriers to Faculty Confidence in Online Instruction
Investigator:  Gerald Knezek, University of North Texas (UNT) Department of Learning Technologies, and Julia Allen, Texas A&M University-Texarkana (A&M Texarkana) and doctoral candidate at UNT. 

Purpose of the Study: You are being asked to participate in a research study which seeks to relate the stages of transformative learning to faculty perceptions and application of best practices to online learning. 

Study Procedures: You will be asked to complete an internet survey. The survey is fairly brief and should take less than 20 minutes to complete.  

Foreseeable Risks: No foreseeable risks are involved in this study. 
Benefits to the Subjects or Others: This study is not expected to be of any direct benefit to you, but we hope to develop a valid quantitative instrument to permit the measurement of transformative learning in larger scale studies. Such information is important to administrators, learning technologists, and professional development facilitators to determine the support and professional development a faculty member needs to be successful with online instruction. A quantitative instrument would enable formative as well as summative evaluation of training and other support, allowing support providers to adjust ongoing training and support to better meet the needs of faculty, potentially resulting in deeper learning, greater impact to faculty perceptions, and higher application of new knowledge to practice. 

Compensation for Participants: As an incentive for completion of this survey, you may visit the link at the end of the survey to enter into a drawing for a $25 Amazon gift card. Clicking this link will redirect you to a separate form where email addresses can be collected without being tied to survey data. The drawing will be held on DATE and the winner will be notified by email. 
Procedures for Maintaining Confidentiality of Research Records: Confidentiality will be maintained to the degree possible given the technology and practices used by the online survey company. Confidentiality will be maintained to the degree possible given the technology and practices used by the online survey company. Your participation in this online survey involves risks to confidentiality similar to a person’s everyday use of the internet. Your participation in the survey is completely voluntary and all of your responses will be kept confidential. The confidentiality of your individual information will be maintained in any publications or presentations regarding this study. No personally identifiable information will be associated with your responses to any reports of these data, and all data will be evaluated in the aggregate.  
Questions about the Study: Should you have any comments or questions, please feel free to contact the principle investigators in this research:
Julia Allen, Learning Technologist II, Texas A&M University-Texarkana, jallen@tamut.edu, 903‐223‐3154
Gerald Knezek, Regents Professor, Director, Institute for the Integration of Technology into Teaching and Learning, University of North Texas – Denton, gknezek@gmail.com, (940) 565-4195
Review for the Protection of Participants: This research study has been reviewed and approved by the UNT Institutional Review Board (IRB) and the Texas A&M University-Texarkana IRB.  The UNT IRB can be contacted at (940) 565-4643 and the A&M Texarkana IRB can be contacted at 903-223- 3018 with any questions regarding the rights of research subjects. 

Research Participants’ Rights:

Your participation in the survey confirms that you have read all of the above and that you agree to all of the following: 

· Julia Allen has explained the study to you and you have had an opportunity to contact her with any questions about the study. You have been informed of the possible benefits and the potential risks of the study. 

· You understand that you do not have to take part in this study, and your refusal to participate or your decision to withdraw will involve no penalty or loss of rights or benefits.  The study personnel may choose to stop your participation at any time. 
· You understand why the study is being conducted and how it will be performed.  
· You understand your rights as a research participant and you voluntarily consent to participate in this study. 
· You understand you may print a copy of this form for your records.  
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