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COMMERCE PUBLIC LIBRARY EARNS U.S. PASSPORT APPLICATION CENTER STATUS
COMMERCE, TEXAS (July 14, 2010) – The Friends of the Commerce Public Library has announced that the Commerce Public Library is now a United States Passport Acceptance Agency, and is currently accepting passport applications on behalf of the U. S. Department of State.  United States citizens planning international travel may apply for their passports at the library on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 11:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.  The library is located at 1210 Park St. in Commerce. 

 “The Library provides one-stop convenience to apply for a passport application,” said Gayle Gordon, library director.  “We process the application and even take the photograph. You will receive your passport approximately four to six weeks after applying, and we even provide expedited service for an additional fee.  With expedited service, you can receive your passport in as little as two to three weeks.  If you just need your photo taken, we can do that too,” she added.
The average in-person time to apply for a passport is approximately 10-15 minutes.  The library has forms available, but applicants can download the necessary forms at home and have them filled out prior to arriving at the library.  All required documents must be present and approved; incomplete applications will not be submitted. 
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Persons seeking a passport will write two non-refundable checks or money orders:  one for the passport fee(s) payable to the Department of State, which may also include additional fees for expedited processing service ($60.00) or overnight delivery from the processing agency to the applicant ($14.96).  A second non-refundable check, money order (or cash) payable to the Commerce Public Library for $25.00 will be required.  Additional fees for overnight delivery to the processing agency ($18.30) or photographs ($8.00) will be assessed for these extra services.  The library will enclose the check payable to the Department of State in the packet mailed to the Passport Office.  

"In addition to providing a convenience to our community, the passport acceptance service is a consistent, year-round revenue stream that helps the Friends of the Commerce Public Library maintain costly operations,” said Isabel Davis, Friends’ president.
For application forms, information on documentation required, fees, and a wealth of other passport and international travel information, visit the only official website for passport information at www.travel.state.gov.

# # #
The Commerce Public Library opened its doors for the first time on October 12, 1954.  Since that time its mission has been to operate a free public library for the citizens of Commerce and surrounding areas.  The library provides books, magazines, audio books, DVDs, and computer access which contribute to the informational and recreational needs of the community.  In addition, the library collects and preserves historical documents and photographs related to the history of Commerce.
The Commerce Public Library is owned and operated by the Friends of the Commerce Public Library, a non-profit organization founded in April of 1954 to support and promote the library.
