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1. Membership in the Graduate Faculty will be limited to full-time faculty who have the terminal degree or its equivalent. There will be two types of membership for Texas A&M University-Commerce faculty and two types of membership for visiting scholars:

a. Associate Graduate Faculty. At this level the member will be eligible to teach graduate courses, direct master's theses and serve on doctoral committees.

b. Senior Graduate Faculty. At this level the member will be eligible to teach graduate courses and direct master's theses and doctoral dissertations.

c. Associate Visiting Scholar. At this level the member will be eligible to teach graduate courses, direct master’s theses and serve on doctoral committees.

d. Senior Visiting Scholar. At this level the member will be eligible to teach graduate courses and direct master’s theses and doctoral dissertations.

2. Qualifications for Membership.

a. Associate Member

(1) possession of the highest earned terminal degree, or its equivalent, in the applicant's field of specialization;

(2) academic rank of assistant professor or above;

(3) a minimum of one year of full-time, university assignment, which included teaching graduate courses (two or more different courses or the same course two or more times);

(4) evidence of current interest activity and involvement in scholarly research and/or creative activity (comprised of a one-page abstract of current activity as well as evidence of this research, which could include working drafts of essays, raw data gathered, copies of creative activity in progress, letters of publication acceptance, etc.).

New faculty members may be granted a three-year associate membership if qualifications 1, 2, and 4 above are met. 

Request for a three-year membership can be initiated by the faculty member's department, either immediately upon hire or at such time that the faculty member is called upon by the department to teach graduate courses. 

After the three-year membership, the faculty member must submit an application for continued Associate Faculty membership and show evidence of all required qualifications. 

