	Meeting:  Faculty Senate

Date:  December 5, 2006 

Time:  2:04 p.m.

Location:  MSC Board Room
Adjournment:  3:15 p.m.
	    Minutes




Members present:  Nippani (Fullwood), Huber, Miskevich, Jang, Ballotti, Creider, Wickersham, Duvillard, Smith, Rankin, Seminet, Odom, Dorsett, Witwer, West, Clark (Openshaw), Singh (President), Hammack (Secretary).

	Issue/Topic
	Summary of Discussion
	Decision/Action 

	Motion to Approve Minutes
	November 7, 2006 minutes approved.
	Moved by John Ballotti.

Seconded.  Motion passed.



	Guest Speaker 

President Keith McFarland

	President McFarland focused his comments on the following: 
Tuition increase - a proposed $19 a semester hour increase in tuition will become effective Fall, 2007.  After Fall, 2007, there will be no increase in tuition and fees for the next two years.  
Merit salary pool will include a 5% increase for faculty in 2007.  There are plans for another 5% pool the following year.
Post Tenure review information that will be emphasized at the next Board of Regents meeting will include:  a.) statistics showing the actual number of faculty receiving tenure over the past several years.  This number represents approximately one third of those eligible for tenure.  b.) an explanation of our current policy that requires all tenured faculty to receive annual written evaluation in the area of teaching, scholarship and service.
IDEA, the new faculty teaching evaluation system from Kansas State University, will be introduced this spring and become our official method of evaluation beginning Fall, 2007.
New enrollment initiative - “10,000 students by 2009” was adopted by the university.  This represents an additional 500 students a year.  Our enrollment has been at approximately 8,400 for the past four years.  A&M-Commerce is the third highest producer of undergraduates and second highest producer of graduate students among the A&M system schools.   

	

	Communications from Senate President Singh
	Dr. Singh reported the following changes to the university admissions criteria:  a.) the student application fee will not affect admission to the university.  b.) the response to a student’s request for admission to the university is now less than one week.  A new goal has been proposed for a response within 48 hours.  c.)  the establishment of an oversight committee to monitor the academic quality of students admitted to the university.  d.)  the Admissions Office will offer a one time $1,000 scholarship to any new student for Spring, 2007.   
The preliminary faculty teaching evaluation system, IDEA, is scheduled to be administered Spring, 2007.  Each faculty member will choose one course for the trial evaluation. 
 Next senate meeting will be held February 6, 2007.


	

	Committee Reports
	Academic Practices:  A reminder was made to respond to the recent university-wide questionnaire sent via email regarding classroom disruption practices.
Admission & Retention:  Senator Serge von Duvillard asked to have his committee report and recommendations reviewed. The report is posted on the faculty senate web site.
Curriculum:  This committee is processing curriculum changes as they are submitted.
Faculty Awards:  Senator West reminded senate to submit nominations for faculty awards by the end of fall semester so nominees have time to prepare their portfolios over winter break.
University Facilities & Scheduling:  Expect a survey concerning fringe benefits early in the spring semester.  The committee requests a rank ordering of the six items included in the survey.

	

	Unfinished Business
	None


	

	New Business
	The Senate approved all December graduates that meet the requirements for their respective degrees.


	


