	Meeting:  Faculty Senate

Date:  November 7, 2006 

Time:  2:00 p.m.

Location:  BA 290
Adjournment:  4:00 p.m.
	    Minutes




Members present:  Fullwood, Crenshaw, Huber, Miskevich, Jang, Ballotti, Creider, Abbassi, Wickersham, Duvillard, Smith, Rankin, Seminet, Odom, Dorsett, Witwer, West, Lenchner, Schroeder-Steward, Singh (President), Hammack (Secretary).

	Issue/Topic
	Summary of Discussion
	Decision/Action 

	Motion to Approve Minutes
	October 3, 2006 minutes approved.
	Moved by Frank Miskevich.

Seconded.  Motion passed.



	Guest Speakers 

Dr. Frank Ashley
and

Dr. Randy McBroom
	Provost Ashley summarized the content of the letter from the Texas A&M System Board of Regents.  President McFarland has been asked to make a presentation regarding our post-tenure review process at the Board of Regents’ December meeting.  The Board is concerned that our university has reported no faculty member with a rating of less than satisfactory in the past five years.  In response, the university has authorized the purchase of the IDEA Student Ratings of Instruction system developed by Kansas State University to be piloted Fall, 2006 to compare faculty teaching performance with peer institutions.
Dr. McBroom explained the Faculty Athletic Council (FAC), his role as our FAC representative to the NCAA and the Lone Star Conference.  He is appointed by Dr. McFarland and his major duty is to monitor student-athlete welfare for the institution. 


	

	Communications from Senate President Singh
	Dr. Singh announced the speaker for the annual Faculty Awards Luncheon next April, 2007 will be Dr. Leo Sayavedra, Vice Chancellor of Academic and Students Affairs for the Texas A&M University System.  
Dr. Serge vonDuvillard will be the faculty member honored with the Order of the Lion at the Feast of Carols December 2, 2006.  This is a Faculty Senate honor given to a faculty member who has provided service to the university.  


	

	Committee Reports
	Academic Life:  Senator Singh reported the summary of changes to the procedures for the Annual Evaluation of Faculty has been distributed in draft form.  He asked for email responses to the committee’s document.  The committee would like specific feedback to the suggestions for peer evaluation, ranking of faculty, and an external faculty teaching evaluation system. 
Budget:  Senator Odom requested feedback sent to his committee concerning the role of  the Faculty Senate Budget committee.
Curriculum:  Senator Crenshaw reported curriculum changes are being submitted. 

Faculty Awards:  Senator West announced Dr. Rick Kreminski is our nominee for the Piper Award this year.

Organization of Senate:  Senator Lenchner reported the political candidate forum was a successful debate with over 100 in attendance.
University Facilities & Scheduling:  Greg Mitchell, Director of Libraries, discussed options for space for a faculty lounge on the second floor of the library.

	

	Unfinished Business
	None


	

	New Business
	Senator Rankin announced that the new software program and equipment, Geographic Information System, is available in the library.  This system will aid faculty research and grant acquisition endeavors.  Senator Rankin is the librarian in charge of this new system.      

	


