	Meeting:  Faculty Senate

Date:  October 3, 2006
Time:  2:02 p.m.

Location:  BA 290
Adjournment:  3:08 p.m.
	    Minutes




Members present:  Crenshaw, Huber, Miskevich, Jang, Ballotti, Creider, Abbassi, Wickersham, Copeland (alternate), Vinaja, von Duvillard, Rankin, Seminet, Odom, Dorsett, Witwer, West, Lenchner, Schroeder-Steward, Singh (President), Hammack (Secretary)

	Issue/Topic
	Summary of Discussion
	Decision/Action 

	Motion to Approve Minutes
	September 5, 2006 approved as corrected.
	Moved by David Crenshaw.
Seconded.  Motion passed.



	Communication from Senate President Singh
	President Singh gave the highlights of the open hearing on the Evaluation of Teaching.
The purpose of the hearing centered on the lack of uniformity for the evaluation of teaching performance across the university. 
Two primary concerns were voiced during this hearing; the ranking of faculty within departments by department heads, and the exclusive use of student evaluations as the only criteria to assess the teaching performance of faculty members by several department heads.  

	

	Committee Reports
	Academic Life:  President Singh reported the results of the opening hearing on teaching evaluation held Tuesday 26 September.  A detailed summary was distributed via email university-wide last week.

Admission & Retention:  Senator von Duvillard’s committee is working on a purpose and mission statement for this committee. 
Budget:  Senator Odom asked to be included on the President’s Cabinet as chair of this committee. 
Curriculum:  Senator Crenshaw announced the call for curriculum changes, which goes out next week.  All degree programs need to review their degree plans and bring them into compliance with the new 120 hour maximum rule passed by the state legislature. 
The Faculty Development Committee is investigating a program -Folio Tech- that is partnering with eCollege to produce an online portfolio for tenure & promotion.
Faculty Awards:  Senator Keith West reminded senate of the call for nominations for the Piper Award.  Two nominations have been made to date and the deadline is 18 October. 
Organization of the Senate:  Senator Paul Lenchner announced an upcoming event sponsored by Faculty Senate and Student Government.  Incumbent State Representative Dan Flynn and challenger Scott Cornuaud will debate Wednesday 18 October at 1:00 p.m. in the Founder’s Lounge of the Sam Rayburn Memorial Student Center.  These two men are running for the District 2 seat in the state legislature.   
University Facilities & Scheduling:  Senator John Ballotti presented his committee’s report on fringe benefits recommendations.  They are as follows:

· Conversion of Binnon Hall Conference room into a university faculty lounge. 
· Free or dramatically reduced fees for:

              Morris fitness center,

              Faculty parking permits,

              Admission to sporting events, 
              Group outings to performances or events
                remote to Commerce,

              University tuition for spouse and family
                members.   

	

	Unfinished Business
	None
	

	New Business
	Admissions Issue:  Some of the International graduate students entering in the Computer Science department change departments as soon as they are admitted to the university.
	Assigned to Admission & Retention committee.


