	Meeting:  Faculty Senate

Date:  April 4, 2006 

Time:  2:05 p.m.

Location:  MSC Board Room

Adjournment:  3:10 p.m.
	    Minutes




Members present:  Fullwood, Crenshaw, Miskevich, Ballotti, Abbassi, Vinaja, Tietjen-Smith, Smith, Horton, Rankin, Seminet, Odom, Davenport, West, Lenchner, Schroeder, Singh, Jackson (President), Hammack (Secretary).

	Issue/Topic
	Summary of Discussion
	Decision/Action 

	Motion to Approve Minutes
	March 7, 2006 minutes approved as posted.


	Moved by John Ballotti.

Seconded.  Motion passed.



	Guest Speaker:

Dr. Randy McBroom
	Dr. McBroom presented the final draft version of the new University Mission Statement.  This document will be submitted to the Coordinating Board at the July meeting.


	Senate voted to accept the current recommendations.

	Communications from Senate President Jackson
	President Jackson distributed a list of university programs with low productivity and/or graduates.  Programs with no graduates during past three years will be reviewed for elimination as of Fall, 2006.

The Library is in the process of reviewing plagiarism software for the university.  TurnItIn and MyDropBox are the two programs being considered.

eCollege will replace Educator this Fall as the new online course management system.  Training sessions will be available to all faculty later this spring.


	

	Committee Reports


	Academic Life:  Senator Singh reported his committee would continue studying the issue of adopting a standardized university-wide teaching evaluation instrument.

Awards:  Senator West announced the deadline for award portfolio submission - April 7.  The annual Awards Luncheon will be held on May 4, 2006.

Curriculum:  Senator Crenshaw’s committee has approved minor adjustments and/or changes for another twenty-five courses.

The Provost has asked for a recommendation on the 120-hour undergraduate program mandate proposed by the Texas Legislature.

Facilities & Scheduling:  Senator Tietjen-Smith reported that the University Traffic Committee rejected the request for additional faculty parking spaces between the Science and Music buildings.

The request for 911 emergency addresses displayed on university buildings was discussed.  Emergency vehicles dispatched to the university coordinate with the Safety & Security Department; thus, eliminating the need for building addresses.  Several senators expressed concern about the inadequacy of our current university procedures.


	

	Unfinished Business
	None


	

	New Business
	The university has recently merged several academic departments.   President Jackson referred this matter to committee for review in the upcoming year.

	Assigned to Academic Life Committee.


