	Meeting:  Faculty Senate

Date:  February 7, 2006 

Time:  2:03 p.m.

Location:  MSC Board Room

Adjournment:  3:50 p.m.
	    Minutes




Members present:  Fullwood, Crenshaw, Frey, Nixon, Ballotti, Creider (McWhorter), Abbassi, Nippani, Vinaja, Tietjen-Smith, Smith, Horton, Rankin, Seminet, Odom, Davenport, Goranson (Lockhart), West, Lenchner, Justice, Openshaw, Singh, Jackson (President), Hammack (Secretary).

	Issue/Topic
	Summary of Discussion
	Decision/Action 

	Motion to Approve Minutes
	December 6, 2005 minutes as distributed.


	Moved by David Crenshaw.

Seconded.  Motion passed.



	Guest Speakers:

President 

Mc Farland and Provost Scott
	President McFarland:

Graduation location:  May commencement ceremonies will be held in the Ferguson Social Science Auditorium.

Smoking areas:  New receptacles are in place at each of the university’s designated smoking areas.

Budgetary matters:  There will be no additional money from the State of Texas (via formula funding) for next year.  A&M-Commerce will have a tuition increase of $15 a semester hour beginning Fall, 2006.  University utility costs have risen 50+% over last year.

Provost Scott:

Recruitment efforts:  Blue/Gold and Presidential scholarships have increased a minimum of $500 each for next year.  The new strategic plan for recruitment is now available online.  The goal for next year is 600 new freshman and 750 new transfer students.  We have hired a new assistant vice president for enrollment & marketing.  The University Orientation Program has been revamped into a one-day event.

Faculty Evaluation:  Merit raises were awarded this year based on current guidelines in conjunction with recommendations from each of the college deans.  Faculty equity adjustments were made first then merit was awarded.  Dr. Scott believes the university should consider finding a standardized evaluation instrument for teaching effectiveness.


	

	Communications from Senate President Jackson
	President Jackson:

The Provost asked the senate to review the following proposed administrative changes to the College of Business and Technology:

  Combining the Department of Accounting and the Department of Economics & Finance.

  Creating a Department to house the growing Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences program and faculty.

There is a movement in the state legislature (HB1172) to require all state colleges to cut degree programs back to 120 semester hours.


	Senate recommends supporting the proposed changes to the College of Business and Technology and encouraging the College to select an appropriate name that does not conflict with the “technology” terms already in use by other colleges and departments. 



	Committee Reports


	Academic Life:  Senator Singh presented a letter drafted by his committee addressing faculty evaluation concerns.  It was recommended that the letter be sent to Dr. McFarland.

Academic Practices:  Senator Openshaw’s committee reviewed the guidelines for developmental courses at TAMU-C.  They are consistent with other state university guidelines.  They suggest that the guidelines remain unchanged except to allow students who have not passed developmental courses, and who have declared a major, to be advised by someone from their major rather than the Advising Center.
	Moved by Paul Lenchner.

Seconded.  Motion passed

	
	Awards:  Senator West’s committee recommends the Mayo and Regents Awards be given every 3 years with the stipulation that if no award is given that a call for nominees be made the following year rather than waiting another 3 years.

Facilities & Scheduling:  Senator Tietjen-Smith reported her committee is continuing to review the smoking policies on campus, the placement of smoking receptacles, and the enforcement of the these policies.

Recruitment and Retention:  Final report will be made at the March meeting.

Organization of the Senate:  Senator Lenchner presented a recommendation to change the Senate Constitution.  The change consists of striking language from section 4.d, which would eliminate the Senate President from becoming a senator-at-large while serving as president.  This practice would make the constitution consistent with current practices.


	Moved by Keith West.  Seconded.  Motion passed.

Moved by Paul Lenchner.  Seconded.  Motion passed.

	Unfinished Business
	None


	

	New Business
	Senator Ballotti informed the senate that any public speaking course (i.e. Speech 111 & 245) with a 002-section number does not have an additional laboratory requirement.

Senator Seminet reported the $3.00 fee increase for student participation in study abroad programs passed.


	


