	Meeting:  Faculty Senate

Date:  December 6, 2005 

Time:  2:04 p.m.

Location:  MSC Board Room

Adjournment:  2:30 p.m.
	    Minutes




Members present:  Crenshaw, Frey, Miskevich, Nixon, Ballotti, Abbassi, Nippani, Smith, Rankin, Seminet, Davenport, Lockhart, West, Masten, Justice, Openshaw, Singh, Jackson (President), Hammack (Secretary).

	Issue/Topic
	Summary of Discussion
	Decision/Action 

	Motion to Approve Minutes
	November 1, 2005 minutes approved with correct name for Faculty Senate Recruitment & Retention committee.


	Moved by RN Singh.

Seconded.  Motion passed.



	Communications from Senate President Jackson
	President Jackson’s reminders:

No Executive Council meeting in December.     

Next Council meeting January 17, 2006.

Next Senate meeting February 7, 2006.


	

	Committee Reports


	Academic Life:  Senator Singh presented guideline revisions to the TAMU-C Tenure Policy.  The committee recommended changes that relate to a possible extension of the probationary period for faculty as stated in the A12.01 procedures.

The committee also recommended A&M-Commerce not require any faculty to apply for promotion and tenure at the same time.  This would continue to provide faculty flexibility by keeping tenure and promotion applications as separate when needed.

The committee suggested to the Senate’s Awards Committee to consider a yearly nomination (not selection) of the Regent’s Professor and Mayo Professor Awards in order to provide a pool of candidates for future nominations for these awards.

Awards:  Senator West announced that a nominee for the Piper Award would be sent forward this week.
This committee recommends we not make the Mayo Award a yearly event since we already give a yearly award for teaching, service, and research.

Curriculum:  Senator David Crenshaw reported that no curriculum additions or changes have been received through the new online system.  

Recruitment and Retention:  This committee met with Dr. Randy McDonald, Mrs. Rebecca Anderson, Dr. Jon Travis, and Dean Allan Headley today.  Recommendations will be presented this spring.


	Moved by RN Singh.

Seconded.  Motion passed



	Unfinished Business
	None


	

	New Business
	Senator Seminet asked that we remind students to vote “yes” on Thursday for a $3.00 per semester fee increase to help our students participate in study abroad programs.

The Senate approved all December graduates that meet the requirements for their respective degrees.


	Email was sent as a reminder.

Moved by Madeleine Justice.  Seconded. Motion passed.




