	Meeting:  Faculty Senate

Date:  October 4, 2005

Time:  2:00 p.m.

Location:  MSC Board Room

Adjournment:  2:50 p.m.
	    Minutes




Members present:  Edwards (Fullwood), Crenshaw, Frey, Miskevich, Nixon, Ballotti, McWhorter, Abbassi, Nippani, Tietjen-Smith, Smith, Rankin, Seminet, Odom, Davenport, West, Lenchner, Justice, Openshaw, Singh, Jackson, (President), Hammack (Secretary), Mohanty (Graduate Assistant)

	Issue/Topic
	Summary of Discussion
	Decision/Action 

	Motion to Approve Minutes
	September 6, 2005 approved as distributed.
	Moved by RN Singh.

Seconded.  Motion passed.



	Communications from Senate President Jackson
	Ellorra Mohanty, our new Senate graduate assistant, was introduced.  Ms. Mohanty will maintain the Senate web site and collect the data necessary to meet SACS requirements this year.

Agenda items from the System Faculty Advisory Council meeting in College Station this September:

  The system should meet legislative demands to get undergraduate degrees within the 120-hour range.  They are concerned about capstone courses.

  As a result of the vote of No Confidence from the A&M-Kingsville faculty senate last year, changes are being made to their Senate Constitution.  System-wide procedures for such a vote will be developed for all campuses to follow.

Mary Hendrix will introduce the new System Online Forms at a future meeting.

Fall Convocation honoring Dr. Richard Fulkerson will be held October 6, 2005.


	

	Committee Reports
	Academic Life:  Senator Singh's committee will be reviewing policies with the intention to update and/or recommend changes.  All suggestions are welcome.

Academic Practices:  Senator Openshaw reported the campus infirmary policy of "no written excuses".  Instructors can phone to verify that a student was treated by the clinic.

Admission and Retention:  Senator Abbassi will meet with both Drs. Allan Headley and Randy McDonald about student recruitment.  This committee will review policies and recruitment efforts both in and outside of our university including recipients of scholarships.
Awards:  Senator West asked for Piper award nominations from the faculty.

Budget:  Senator Justice has asked to be included on the university budget committee meetings again this year.

Curriculum:  Senator Crenshaw's committee approved the reorganization request from the Provost's office for the College of Education & Human Services.

Facilities & Scheduling:  Senator Tietjen-Smith's committee is scheduled to meet for the first time next week.

Organization of the Senate:  Senator Lenchner's committee has been asked to review the Senate Constitution provision for a Senator-at-Large representative.  This senator represents the department vacated by the President of the Senate each year.
	

	Unfinished Business
	The Senate made a recommendation to award the Bachelor's Degree in Theatre posthumously to Zach Ford.
	Moved by. Sherion Jackson.

Seconded.  Motion passed.

	New Business
	An issue was raised about the rules for designated smoking areas on campus.


	President Jackson referred this concern to the Facilities & Scheduling committee.


