	Meeting:  Faculty Senate

Date:  May 3, 2005,

Time:  2:05 p.m.

Location:  MSC Board Room

Adjournment:  3:05 p.m.
	    Minutes




Members present:  Fullwood, Housewright, Nixon, Ballotti, Abbassi, Nippani, Jackson, Vinaja, Odom, Davenport, West, Lenchner, Justice, Openshaw, Singh (President), Hammack (Secretary)

	Issue/Topic
	Summary of Discussion
	Decision/Action 

	Motion to Approve Minutes
	April 5, 2005 as distributed.
	Moved by Madeline Justice.

Seconded.  Motion passed.



	Guest Speaker:  

President McFarland
	Dr. McFarland wanted to make Faculty Senate aware that the name of Jeana Yeager will be presented to the Board of Regents at the May meeting to receive an honorary doctoral degree from A&M-Commerce.  She was a member of the Voyager crew that flew around the world and a graduate of Commerce High School.
	

	Communication from Senate President Singh
	The following recommendations have been accepted by President McFarland in response to the work of faculty senate and its various committees this year:

· All of the recommended changes in procedures for annual faculty evaluation, tenure, promotion and post tenure review submitted by the senate have been approved.

· Capstone courses will be separated from the core curriculum as recommended but will remain a graduation requirement.

· Compensation rate for teaching winter mini courses will remain at 6.75% but the dean's recommendation to cap at $3,000 will be considered in the future.

· Provost will pursue the senate recommendation for a new award for outstanding faculty advisement.

· Plans are being made to have an attractive faculty dining room in the new student center building.

The next two recommendations were not accepted:

· Recreation Center fees will remain the same for faculty and staff.

· Additional funding for faculty development and travel will remain the same because of the current budgeting restraints.

Ms. Carolyn Trezevant will be honored for outstanding service to Faculty Senate during the May Awards luncheon and presented with a plaque.
	

	Committee Report
	Curriculum:

The senate accepted the committee report on curriculum changes.  The committee recommended twenty-five new courses be approved and an additional six courses forwarded with concerns about their overlap with current course offerings.


	Moved by Sherion Jackson.  Seconded.  Motion passed.



	Unfinished Business
	Equity study criteria from the Provost were tabled for further discussion.

Election of 2005-2006 Officers:

· President Elect:  RN Singh

· Secretary:  Barbara Hammack

· Parliamentarian:  Linda Openshaw

A concern was raised about the lack of the radio station practicum for radio/television majors and the impact this will have on our degree program's acceptance in the job market.
	Moved by John Ballotti.  Seconded.  Motion passed.

	New Business
	The senate approved all May graduates that meet the requirements for their respective degrees.


	Moved by John Ballotti.  Seconded.  Motion passed.


