Information about Being in a Research Study

Texas A&M University-Commerce

Social Work Practice Behaviors as Perceived by Master Social Work (MSW) Field Instructors and Students
Description of the Study and Your Part in It

Benjamin May is inviting you to take part in a research study. Benjamin May is an Assistant Professor at Texas A&M University-Commerce. The purpose of this research is to identify social work practice behaviors for Masters of Social Work (MSW) field instructors and students.

Your part in the study will be to answer the survey questions concerning perceived social work behaviors you teach or learn during your field practice classes.

It will take you about 20 minutes to complete the survey and to be in this study.

Risks and Discomforts

There will be minimal risks, no more than that expected in “daily life.” There are certain risks or discomforts that you might expect if you take part in this research and they include some discomfort concerning whether you think you can outline your perceived practice behaviors learned while in the MSW program. Please realize that outlining your learning experience may also have positive benefits.

Possible Benefits

The possibility may also exist for you to benefit from participation in this study due to helping you better understand your learned skills and want to continue to be a life-long learner of social work skills even after graduation.  Furthermore, this research may help us to understand and outline social work practice skills to improve future research and future MSW students’ skills.

Incentives

No financial or other compensation will be offered
Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality

All of the information you provide will be completely confidential. We will do everything we can to protect your privacy and confidentiality. We will not tell anybody outside of the research team that you were in this study or what information we collected about you in particular.

The data are to be stored in Benjamin May’s office at Texas A&M – Commerce in a locked file for the time the research study process the information and presents to academic journal and presentations at professional conferences.
Choosing to Be in the Study

You do not have to be in this study. You may choose not to take part and you may choose to stop taking part at any time. Participation is voluntary. Refusal to participate or withdraw at any time will not involve any penalty or loss of benefits, to which the subject is otherwise entitled. You will not be punished in any way if you decide not to be in the study or to stop taking part in the study. If you decide not to take part or to stop taking part in this study, it will not affect your grade in any way.
Contact Information

If you have any questions or concerns about this study or if any problems arise, please contact the researcher at 

Dr. Benjamin May
School of Social Work
Texas A&M University-Commerce 

903-886-5512
Benjamin.may@tamuc.edu

Dr. Linda Openshaw
School of Social Work
Texas A&M University-Commerce

903-468-6095
Linda.openshaw@tamuc.edu

If you have any questions or concerns about your rights in this research study, please contact the IRB Chair at 

Dr. Tara Tietjen-Smith
Chair, Institutional Review Board (IRB)

Department of Health & Human Performance

Texas A&M University-Commerce

Commerce, TX 75429-3011

(903) - 886 - 5545
IRB@tamuc.edu 
A copy of this form will be given to you.
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