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REU: Research Experience for Undergraduates 
Funded by the National Science Foundation
				Program of the 2015
Chemistry, Physics & Astronomy Joint REU Symposium
Thursday, Aug. 13, 2015
 

Plenary Session, Science 127, Chair: Dr. Ben Jang

8:30-8:35am, Summary of the REU programs in Chemistry and Physics & 
Astronomy, Drs. Kurtis Williams and Ben Jang

8:35-8:40am, Remarks: Dr. Adolfo Benavides, Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs

8:40-8:55am, Investigation of efficient Cu-Pd catalysts over alpha alumina support for selective 
hydrogenation of acetylene‬
Ibrahim Kamara‬ (Brookhaven College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Ben Jang)

8:55-9:10am, Lightcurve Analysis and Inversion of Main Belt Asteroids
Janus Kozdon (Rock Valley College, Illinois; Adviser: Dr. Kent Montgomery)


9:10-9:25am, Stereoselective Organic Catalysts for the Hetero Diels-Alder Reactions
Isaac Lenz (Tyler Junior College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Allan Headley)

9:25-9:40am, Effects of Oxidation on TiAlN samples
Braden Nelson (Tyler Junior College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Anil Chourasia)


9:40-10:10 		Coffee Break
9:40am-noon		Chemistry Poster Session



(1) Chemistry Parallel Session, Science 127

10:10-10:25am, Enatioselective Recognition Of Chiral Porphyrins diamino 1,1 - binapthalene 
hybrids
Sulihat Mudasiru (Tarrant County Community College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Stephen Starnes)

10:25-10:40am, Investigating the Copper Binding of Methanobactin and amb7
Francisco Rogers (Mountain View College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Laurence Angel)

10:40-10:55am, The Synthesis of Ammonium Ionic Liquid Supported Ligands and their 
Application for Asymmetric Michael Reaction
Angelica Fuentes (Northeast Texas Community College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Bukuo Ni)

10:55-11:10am, Purification of Organocatalysts used for the Synthesis of Convolutamydine A 
Caitlin Daniels (Richland College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Allan Headley)

11:10-11:25am, The synthesis of Chiral Bisporphyrins and Chiral Porphyrin Switches
Mekdes Ketema (Richland College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Stephen Starnes)

11:25-11:40am, Hydrothermal Conversion of Methylosinus Trichosporium Biomass into Bio-oil
Juan Saravia (North Lake Community College, Texas; Advisers: Drs. Ben Jang & Dongwon Choi)

11:40-11:55pm, The study of chiral organocatalyst for asymmetric domino Michael-Henry reactions 
in aqueous media
Jamie Keenan (El Centro College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Bukuo Ni)

(2) Physics Parallel Sessions
Physics and Astronomy, Science 123

10:30-10:45am, Derivation of the kinetic part of nuclear symmetry energy
Suk Man Chan (Pasadena City College, California; Adviser: Dr. Bao-An Li)

10:45-11:00am, Search for white dwarfs in the open star cluster NGC 3114
Tiffany Schoolfield (Montgomery College, Maryland; Adviser: Dr. Kurtis Williams)

11:00-11:15am, Designing and Constructing a Raman Spectrometer
John Trinh (Ventura College, California; Adviser: Dr. Charles Rogers)

11:15-11:30am, Searching for Candidate White Dwarfs in Open Star Clusters
Jason Meyer (Temple Junior College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Kurtis Williams).

11:30-11:45am, Determining Strategies That Predict Physics Identity: Emphasizing Recognition and Interest
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jordan Castillo (Tyler Junior College, Texas; Adviser: Dr. Robynne Lock)


12:00pm, Farewell Lunch Reception
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