The Writing and Rhetoric Tutorial:
Relationship-Building as Basic Writing Pedagogy
A Poster Presentation Proposal for CBW at CCCC 2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]The presenters—Nicole MacLaughlin, Teaching Professor and Christine Cummings, Undergraduate Teaching Assistant-- work together in a program developed by Nicole at the University of Notre Dame. This program, The Writing and Rhetoric Tutorial, is a one-credit supplemental elective course which serves a small population of undergraduate students, mostly during their first year. As admissions standards at our institution have crept higher during the last few years, increasing numbers of students place out of the only required writing course at the university. At the same time as fewer sections of our course are offered, however, instructors are encountering a growing population of students who are underprepared for the reading and writing demands of their coursework. These students fall primarily into two groups—student-athletes and English as a Second Language Writers, both of whose needs demand a scaffolded introduction to basic skills our students are generally assumed to have mastered before they come to us. In response to the needs of this small but growing population, we have developed the Writing and Rhetoric Tutorial program. Featuring individualized instruction from a faculty member, sustained relationships between novice students and advanced writers, and small writing communities built around commonality of needs and interests, this program combines individualized writing instruction with elements of  Grego and Thompson’s Thirdspace Studio approach to writing instruction (2008). While the Writing and Rhetoric Tutorial was initially developed in response to a request for more sustained writing support for struggling students, we have come to see it as something broader--  an effort to  empower these students to fully join the academic community at our institution. Although the needs of the two primary populations we serve are extremely diverse, we have worked with the limited resources available to us to develop a versatile program and set of best practices that serves both populations. 
This poster presentation will feature evidence of the challenges our students face (in the form of student, instructor, and administrative testimony), and corresponding evidence of the practices we have developed to respond to these challenges. We will present two case studies, one of a second language writer and one of a student athlete. Using evidence of the students’ writing and analysis of our own reflections, materials, and instructional log, we will reconstruct our approach, attempting to showcase both its benefits and structural limitations.  We will also discuss some of the enduring challenges and limitations we face in serving these diverse populations. The approaches covered in this presentation will include building strong working partnerships with Academic Services for Student Athletes and the University Writing Center; using technology to facilitate information sharing and dialogue among partners; integrating summer bridge and tutorial curricula; developing specialized ESL writing groups; individualizing instruction to meet diverse needs; and building trust between marginalized students and advanced undergraduate writing mentors and instructors. 
