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Challenging “The Standard” - Creating Localized, Alternate Points of Entry to Overcome Exclusionary Practices

	Highlighting the combined experiences of a tenured professor, an adjunct instructor, and a graduate student, panelists share their experiences with successful institutional gateways: the Academic Development Program (ADP), and the Basic Writing Challenge Exam (BWCE).
In the broader political landscape with declining state support for higher education and the shifting value of education as a private rather than a public good, there are increasing threats to access and the meritocratic ideal of higher education as a vehicle for developing a critical citizenry (Giroux, Shor). The panelists discuss successful, alternative gateways and work with basic writers at a public, comprehensive university with a commitment to regional responsiveness and access, and address the local histories and politics of their particular institutional context (DeGenaro).
The BWCE, the writing placement challenge exam, and the ADP, a summer residency bridge program for developmental students, focus on providing institutional access through "alternate points of entry" which stress the need for localized, positional assessment, placement, and learning (Broad). Both programs resist the kind of exclusion that hinges on an "all or nothing" philosophy, while emphasizing that student potential cannot be ascertained from standardized scores or percentile rankings alone. This poster will present an analysis of the data collected from the ADP and BWCE program while making connections to issues concerning localized approaches to access, alternate entry, pedagogy, learning, and assessment. Data is inclusive of, but not limited to, students meeting projected learning outcomes (ADP), higher student retention rates (ADP), and an over 50% BWCE pass rate that mitigates standardized testing requirements for writing placement.
The unique, collective perspective of this poster will impart a critical understanding of the evidence-based alternatives to exclusionary practices. Furthermore, this presentation will serve a diverse audience of educators who seek to create, or further advance, access to alternative gateways for basic writers at their own institutions.
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