The Council on Basic Writing (CBW) is an organization that advocates for students in Basic Writing and supports the professional endeavors of teachers, scholars, and administrators involved with Basic Writing. 
CBW pursues these ends by
· Supporting and providing access to best practices for the teaching and learning of writing, language, and literacy across two- and four-year post-secondary institutions;
· Promoting student success within a range of disciplinary, professional, and social contexts;
· Fostering a network of teacher-scholars, especially through BWe: Basic Writing e-Journal and an annual workshop at the Conference on College Composition and Communication, which that encourages the development of research and collaborative strategies to enhance teaching excellence;
· Advocating for student diversity in all its many and complex forms, especially in terms of language, race, ethnicity, class, background, and ability; 
· Promoting appropriate support for BW that fosters college access and success for students who might otherwise be denied admittance;
· Working to raise the visibility of Basic Writing within the academy and the larger public;  and 
· Influencing public policies,  private foundations, and corporate sponsors in support in ways benefitting of Basic Writing and the students it supports.

We might also consider Deborah’s first question explicitly:
1) Although CBW has not been formally engaged in any K-12 (especially 6-12) dialogues, is it something that we want to promote? The current discussions about common core standards, etc., seem to offer an opportunity for us to engage more visibly and effectively with secondary school teachers.





All the e-mails that have been circulated so far (or so I hope!):



Hi Steve, 

Thanks to you and the subcommittee for revising the mission statement. Overall, it looks great. I have one concrete suggestion and two questions. The suggestion is to add "class" to the list of forms of diversity so it would read: "...especially in terms of language, race, ethnicity, class, background, and ability." 

The questions are 1) Although CBW has not been formally engaged in any K-12 (especially 6-12) dialogues, is it something that we want to promote? The current discussions about common core standards, etc., seem to offer an opportunity for us to engage more visibly and effectively with secondary school teachers. 

2) In the last bullet point on influencing public policies, I wonder if we also want to say something about private foundations and corporate influence on education. Given the privatization of education, the intent to influence "public policies" almost, alas, seems too little, too late. 

Thanks again for pushing us forward. 

Deborah

Steve,

Thanks. I was able to download the attachment. The statement looks 
great! As a fussy editor, I have added a comma after journal and 
changed the that in the same section to a which. See if those changes 
work.

Best,

Alan

Hi Steve,
I agree that this looks good and I like Deborah's suggestions. I'd  
like to suggest that the first bullet be amended to finish: "across  
two and four year post-secondary institutions." As for Deborah's  
point about public policy, I still think we do want to influence  
public policies (however late in the day that may be) but I agree we  
should add something about the increasing privatization of public  
higher ed. (Sorry I don't have specific language to offer right at  
the moment). Finally, maybe an edit to last bullet so we don't have  
the "in support of students it supports"
Sugie

I agree with all that everyone else has said, and I'm delighted to see the direction this has taken. I don't have any suggestions for wording as per Deborah's suggestion regarding privatization of education, but I agree with Sugie that we should include something influencing public policy. Seems important to include as our stated goals, even if it is too little too late. 

I don't know if this gets at anything regarding the privitization, but I do want to see something about access. What about this? 

·         Promoting appropriate support for BW that foster college access and success for students who might otherwise be denied admittance. 

--Shannon 

A google doc might be an easier platform for this kind of group edit. 
I'd be happy to set it up and answer any questions people have about 
the technology. 

Tom







