As basic writing teachers and administrators, we think about how writing is used—and how it is taught—all the time.  We know that in one way or another, everyone is a writer—and how much we all need writing. We also know that despite the consistent drumbeat in the media about literacy crises, 21st century literacies have augmented—but not replaced—traditional ones.  And we know the dedication and commitment that drives literacy educators to do their work. 

But the public does not always have access to the same understanding of how lively, diverse, and important that writing remains—nor of the work we do to support this craft in all its traditional and new forms.  And, considering the importance of public and governmental support for our work, it is our job to help inform them about what we do, why we do it, and why it is worth their consideration.  

Well, to borrow a phrase from Kathleen Blake Yancey, “we have a moment.”

The 2009-10 academic year will feature NCTE’s National Day on Writing, a national effort to celebrate the various forms of writing that go on every day, and to collect examples of that writing in its National Gallery of Writing.  
Simultaneously, the Council of Writing Administrators’ Network for Media Action is going public with its National Conversation on Writing, launching its newly re-designed website, archives, and advocacy initiatives.  
The Conference on Basic Writing would like to join this effort. In fact, the National Conversation on Writing is interested in helping us turn the “Spotlight On” basic writing. See our current “Spotlight On: Basic Writing” features at http://ncow.org/site/spotlight/basic_writing.htm. 
This is our moment—and we want you to be part of this groundswell of support for our work and the work of writers and writing all around the country.

--------------------------------------------

This communications packet is designed to help you in two ways:

1. It can help you to frame the messages of our national efforts in your local celebrations of writing

2. It can give you a place to share and spotlight your efforts—and learn about others’ efforts—through this national conversation on writing

In this set of electronic resources, you will find links for:

The National Conversation on Writing (NCoW)Site: www.ncow.org, where you will find, among a wealth of other resources: 

· A video introduction to the National Conversation on Writing:  http://ncow.org/browse/video/calling_teachers.html 
· A discussion of the impact of media depictions of literacy crises, and a response to it, through a multi-media presentation on the “Why Johnny Can’t Write” effect: http://ncow.org/features/feature_1_09.htm
· Ways to contribute your efforts to the National Conversation: http://ncow.org/site/contribute/index.htm  

· Local efforts to change the national conversation on writing and how we can help to spotlight your work on a national level: http://ncow.org/site/spotlight/index.htm (again, take a close look at national, programmatic, and classroom-level attempts to change the national conversation about basic writing by clicking the “Basic Writing” link).
The WPA Network for Media Action (NMA): Tips on how to frame messages for the media through the WPA’s Network for Media Action: http://www.wpacouncil.org/nma 
· NMA Campaigns and Message Frames that can help lend national support to your local advocacy efforts  

· Tips on contacting and speaking with members of the media, sample press releases and press release templates, and other resources that you can use to publicize your local efforts: http://www.wpacouncil.org/node/499 
NCTE’s National Day of Writing and National Gallery of Writing:  Full information on how you can support and make use of this national spotlight on writing on your own campus and in your own community.  http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
· The proposed U. S. House of Representatives resolution supporting a National Day on Writing: http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:H.RES.524: 

· How to contribute to the National Gallery of Writing: http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting/gallery
As you can tell, this is a moment for all of us as literacy educators.  [ADD IN A SPECIAL NOTE FOR WPAs for this version:  How these efforts can support WPA work]

· Add a few teaser pages from Stephanie Roach’s work on “Why Johnny Can’t Write”

Their Story:

Since the 1975 Newsweek cover story that asked “Why Johnny Can’t Write,” the American public has been deluged with one set of messages, messages that haven’t really asked WHY Johnny can’t write, but proclaimed that he just can’t.  And those messages clearly point a finger at the work of literacy educators at all levels of the U. S. educational system.

“Willy-nilly, the US educational system is spawning a generation of semi-literates.” Newsweek, December 1975

Our Story:

Though the indictment has centered on literacy educators and “the U. S. educational system,” professionals in our field know that this monolithic indictment does not tell the whole story. Despite the very real challenges of writing instruction, this crisis mentality fails to reveal the serious work in literacy education—and the real commitment to writing among our students—that exists on every day in schools and colleges all around the U. S.  We know that students do write, in many modes and for many purposes. 





Our stories need to be told. 
· Add information on the Fall campaign designed by Joel Wingard and Dylan Dryer. 

