Social Work Advocacy Day (SWAD)
April 11, 2025
https://www.swadtexas.com/

Friday, April 11 is Social Work Advocacy Day, sponsored by NASW-Texas.  There will be hundreds of social work students from across the state of Texas attending this event at the State Capital in Austin, Texas. Here are some details for the day:

Our 56-passenger bus (restroom, USB ports, WiFi) will depart Henderson Hall parking lot at 3:30 AM promptly.  Please plan to be there between 3:00-3:0 to allow ample time to get parked and loaded. We will stop in Mesquite to pick up any students at the TAMUC-MPLX campus at 3829 Towne Crossing Blvd at 4:30 AM.  We will not be stopping again until we arrive in Austin.

We hope you’ll wear our ETAMU Advocates T-shirt (pick up ahead of time, or we will have some available that morning). Here’s a checklist of things you may want to bring:

· Pillow (yes, may be the most sleep some of you have had the opportunity to have and light blanket if you get cold when traveling
· Charging cords for phones/electronic devices
· Money to contribute to gratuity for driver ($2-5 suggested)
· Money for lunch at the capital (it’s pricey - $15-$20)
· Snacks for the ride
· Water or other beverages

Plan to dress comfortably.  Wear walking shoes – we will be standing and walking a lot!

We will arrive at the LBJ School of Public Affairs Auditorium by the campus of UT before 9am. Park in Lot 40 if you are driving (enter Lot 40, Austin Texas into Google Maps and it will take you directly to the parking lot – walk down the sidewalk to get to the next building over to get to the LBJ Auditorium).

There will be a section of seats marked for East Texas A&M University in the auditorium.  We will all sit together (hopefully!).  The program starts at 9am and includes presentations/activities until 11am.  The bus will then pick us up at the auditorium and take us to the capital to tour, grab some lunch at the Capital Cafeteria. (If you drove, you’re welcome to ride the bus to the capital). The rally on the Capital Steps is at 12:30… this is AWESOME!  This is where our collective voices will be heard advocating for key issues we want legislators to know – we will definitely have a presence and be seen by all those coming/going to the capital!

We will depart Austin promptly at 2:00 pm for the ride home.  Make sure you know where our bus will be picking us up and BE THERE BY 2pm.  We will make a brief stop at Buckee’s on the way home before dropping off passengers in Mesquite and then should arrive back in Commerce by 7:00 pm.

LBJ Auditorium  - Thompson Conference Center 
8:00 AM - Check-in and Networking Breakfast
9:00 AM - Welcome from NASW Texas
Welcome from NASW-TX Executive Director, Will Francis.
School Spirit Contest and Andrew Marks Student Advocacy Award.

9:40 AM - NASW-TX Advocacy: Impact & Why Your Membership Matters
Government Relations Director, Bryan Mares, discusses some of the previous legislative policy wins of the organization and how members have helped influence our policy agenda. Bryan will also share how a bill is passed and the NASW-TX top priority bills of the session.  

10:00 AM - Advocacy vs. Activism: A Conversation with Leading Advocates
Join us for a panel with various policy advocates covering issues ranging from criminal justice, immigration, environmental justice, and civil liberties. Our panel will give their take on the current political and legislative landscape in addition to sharing how they navigate their policy advocacy efforts in the climate we are in. Attendees will learn how to use strategic messaging, mobilizing communities, and understanding the dynamics of advocacy and grassroots activism. Read more about our panelists here.

11:00 AM - Break for Lunch – BUS WILL TAKE US TO THE CAPITAL
Advocates enjoy lunch on their own.
Afternoon Agenda: Texas State Capitol
12:30 PM - SWAD Rally & Resource Fair
Social Work Advocacy Day rally at the South Capitol steps - Share your voice!

BUS WILL DEPART AT 2:00 PM

(1:30 PM - Capitol Staff Roundtable)
Moderated panel of Capitol staff members in the Capitol Auditorium.  
(1:30 PM – The State of Mental Health Advocacy in Texas – Panel presentation)

