Informed Consent
Information about Being in a Research Study
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Factors of Career Choice for the Helping Profession
Description of the Study and Your Part in It
Ann-Marie Treser-Stephens, Donna Jessee, and Leslie Glover are inviting you to take part in a research study. Ann-Marie, Donna, and Leslie are Master of Social Work students at Texas A&M University-Commerce in the Department of Social Work. The students are running this study with the help of Dr. Brenda Moore, associate Professor in the School of Social Work. The purpose of this research is to discern if there are correlating indications that childhood adversities impact a person’s decision to be a helping professional.

Your part in the study will be to answer 56 questions on a survey that asks about your childhood and any adversities you faced growing up. It will take you about 10-15 minutes to be in this study.

Risks and Discomforts
There will be minimal risks, no more than that expected in daily life. However, there may by certain discomforts that you might expect if you take part in this research. They include unpleasant thoughts about your childhood, peers, parents, and/or guardians. Should you experience overwhelming discomfort while or after taking this survey we recommend you seek counsel at the Counseling Center on TAMUC main campus @ 903-886-5660 or at a counseling center of your choice.

Possible Benefits
We do not know of any way you would benefit directly from taking part in this study. However, this research may help us to understand to what extent an adverse childhood has impacted your desire to work as a helping professional.

Incentives
No financial or other compensation will be offered.

Protection of Privacy and Confidentiality
This survey is anonymous, there is no name or other identifying information required for participation. We will do everything we can to protect your privacy and confidentiality. We will not tell anybody outside of the research team that you were in this study or what information we collected about you in particular. The data will be stored in a secure office with no identifying markers for the individuals studied. Only the students involved in the research study will have access to the results of the survey. The information in the study will be kept for three (3) years at the School of Social Work.

Choosing to Be in the Study
You do not have to be in this study. Participation is voluntary. You may choose not to take part and you may choose to stop taking part at any time without penalty. You will not be punished in any way if you decide not to be in the study or to stop taking part in the study.

Contact Information
If you have any questions or concerns about this study or if any problems arise, please contact the researcher at
Dr. Brenda Moore
School of Social Work
Texas A&M University-Commerce
903-468-3069
brenda.moore@tamuc.edu

or the student researcher at
Ann-Marie Treser-Stephens
School of Social Work
Texas A&M University-Commerce
903-946-3155
adelong1@leomail.tamuc.edu


If you have any questions or concerns about your rights in this research study, please contact the IRB Chair at
Dr. Tara Tietjen-Smith
Chair, Institutional Review Board (IRB)
Department of Health & Human Performance
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Commerce, TX 75429-3011
(903) - 886 - 5545
IRB@tamuc.edu

Consent
By beginning the survey you acknowledge you are at least 18 years old, have read this consent form, have understood the above information, and agree to voluntarily participate in this research.

You are asked to keep this copy of this form for your reference. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your time in helping complete this research.

Janis, Can you please send this to the Social Work list serve. Thank you, Ann-Marie Stephens


Dear Social Work professionals, students, and faculty, 

Please take a moment to respond to this survey as we are seeking information about child adversity and the helping profession career choice. 

We thank you in advance for your attention in this matter,
Ann-Marie Treser-Stephens
Donna Jesse
Leslie Glover

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KMHHXPY

We do not know of any way you would benefit directly from taking part in this study. No financial or other compensation will be offered. You do not have to be in this study. Participation is voluntary.
By beginning the survey you acknowledge that you are at least 18 years old, have read this consent form, have understood the above information, and agree to voluntarily participate in this research.

The informed consent, in its entirety, is attached for your convenience, please print it for your reference. 

Thank you for your time and energy in helping complete this research.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KMHHXPY


